
Homily for the 34th Sunday after Great and Holy Pentecost 
St. Matthew’s Gospel 25:14-30 

 

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory forever! 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

  

 Brethren, who among us is rich? Who among us is poor? Who among us is gifted? Who 

among us is bereft of gifts? Who among us is wise? Who among us is lacking in wisdom? Who 

among us has found favor with God? Who among us does God scorn? Brethren, as we hear these 

questions and as we internalize them, we may respond to ourselves, “I am not rich. I am not 

gifted. I am not so wise. I am not so fortunate.” And you may be correct. Relative to so many 

others, we may not feel healthy, or wealthy, or wise, or blessed. However, one word in our 

assessment of our individual circumstances is key: “relative,” that is, in relation to others. 

Today’s Gospel reading emphasizes this reality and provides the motivation for the correct 

assessment of our circumstances. Today’s Gospel reading affirms us in the fact: none is without 

wealth, or talent, or blessing, and none is exempt from using said gift, whether great or small, to 

bless the Master and to expand the Kingdom of our God. 

 In today’s Gospel reading, as Christ relates to his disciples the Parable of the Talents, we 

are presented with a scenario in which three men, three servants of the Master, are entrusted with 

large sums of money. And do not be mistaken, these are all—five, three, and one talent—all are 

large sums of money. If you are not aware, a talent was the equivalent of sixty minas; a mina 

was the equivalent of one hundred denarii. A denarius was the worth one day’s ordinary wage. 

By modern comparison, we might say that one talent was the equivalent of a yearly salary of 

approximately $60,000. Thus, even one talent was no negligible sum of money. The Master, at 



the time of his departure to a “far off country,” gives abundantly to each servant. To one, he 

gives the equivalent of one year’s wage, and to another two years’ wages, and to another five 

years’ wages. For emphasis: to each servant he gives abundantly, though notably, he does not 

give equally. He gives abundantly to all, but not equally to all. 

 We do not know why the Master gives more to one servant and less to another. We do not 

know, for certain, that the servant to whom five talents was given did indeed have a reputation as 

an excellent steward. We do not know, for certain, that the servant to whom one talent was given 

did indeed have a reputation as a less-than-capable steward. Nonetheless, whether given much or 

given little, all the servants of the Master were expected to multiply their gifts. We know the 

details of the Parable well. The Master does expect, upon his return, to receive a compounded 

sum of talents. No excuse is acceptable. And when the Master evaluates the work of his servants, 

we would do well to attend to his words. To those servants who employed their talents 

profitably, the Master says, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” So, we understand: our use 

of the gifts of God is both correct, that is, appropriate, and a great act of faith. But to the servant 

who hid his talent, who quite literally did nothing with the lavish gift that the Master had 

entrusted to him, it is said, “You wicked and lazy servant… .” The non-use of our spiritual gifts, 

the blessings of God, our talents, whether monetary, or intellectual, or artistic, or didactic, or 

otherwise, is not a morally neutral action. Our non-use, whether by apathy, or insecurity, or 

doubt is not irreprehensible, apparently. This third servant was given a great gift—no, not so 

large a sum as his counterparts, but nonetheless, a great gift—and he squandered the opportunity 

to prove himself and to honor his Master. And for doing nothing, he is called immoral, and he is 

punished. He is stripped of his gifts, and they are given to another. 



 So then, brethren, how does this Parable relate to us? Earlier, I asked, “Who among us is 

rich? Who among us is poor? Who among is gifted? Who among us is bereft of gifts?” The 

answer to those questions, on a personal level, on an individual level, is simply: “All are rich. 

None are poor. All are gifted. None are bereft of gifts.” There is not one among us who can say to 

another, “I have nothing to use for God and for his Church.” Similarly, there is not one among us 

who will be able to say, as we stand before the dread Judgment Seat of Christ, “I am sorry, Lord, 

but I had nothing to offer,” or “I am sorry, Lord, but I was afraid that had I tried, I may have 

failed.” The possibility of failure is no excuse for lack of trying. The reality of inequity is no 

excuse for lack of making the most of our individual circumstances, our individual talents, our 

personal blessings. When we doubt our physical or spiritual estate, when we doubt our role, our 

purpose, our niche, in the Body of Christ, we would do well to remember St. Paul’s words to the 

Church at Corinth, 

“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 

though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized 

into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 

 

For the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot should say, 

‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,’ that would not make it any less a 

part of the body. And if the ear should say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to 

the body,’ that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an 

eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would 

be the sense of smell? But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of 



them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is, there 

are many parts, yet one body. 

 

… But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, that 

there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for 

one another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all 

rejoice together. 

 

 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed 

in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of 

healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all 

prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all 

speak with tongues? Do all interpret? But earnestly desire the higher gifts. And I will 

show you a still more excellent way” (1 Cor 12:12-31). 

 

“Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. Are all apostles? Are all 

prophets? … Do all work miracles? Do all possess gifts of healing?” The answer to St. Paul’s 

questions is, of course, “No.” No, we are not all apostles and prophets. We do not all possess 

gifts of healing. But we do possess a measure of blessing. And with this measure, we must bless 

the world. Do you, brethren, think to yourselves, “But I cannot sing, I cannot serve in the altar, I 

cannot teach, I cannot evangelize in the public square, I cannot give lavishly to the church 

treasury.” Maybe you cannot! But, can you bake? Can you sew? Can you teach the children? Can 

you dust the windowsills? Can you sweep the floors? Can you plant flowers? Can you mow the 



grass? Can you pray? Can you study the Scriptures? Can you comfort a friend? Can you visit one 

sick? Can you edify the brethren? Can you be an example of Christ in your workplace, in your 

home? Can you love one another? Brethren, today’s Gospel reading reminds us: it is not whether 

we have been given a great gift by God to use for his glory; we have. But will we choose to use it 

for his glory? 

 If you are at all familiar with the life of our father among the saints, St. Nectarios of 

Aegina, then you will know: one does not need to be born with much, that is, much more than a 

sincere faith in Jesus Christ, to accomplish much for Jesus Christ. St. Nectarios was born into a 

poor family, indeed, an ostensibly poor family. So poor was St. Nectarios’ family, that in his 

youth, he had to leave his home, and his parents in Thrace, to go to Constantinople to find work. 

St. Nectarios could not pay the fee to board a boat to Constantinople, but miraculously, God 

provided a way. Upon arrival in the great city, the young Nectarios found work with a tobacco 

merchant. However, his wage was meager, so meager, in fact, that he could only afford food for 

himself. He walked about barefoot, in dirty and soiled clothes. Despite his impoverished 

condition, the young Nectarios had great spiritual fervor. He would write down the sayings of the 

saints on discarded paper bags and boxes from the tobacco shop, and he would give these to 

customers, hoping to encourage them in their spiritual lives.  

 Over the course of his entire earthly life, from a young, poor laborer, to a poor monk, to 

becoming the poor, yet envied and often maligned, Metropolitan of the Pentapolis, St. Nectarios 

had not been gifted many, to quote, “talents.” From his hagiography, we are not told if he was an 

exceptionally intelligent man. We are not told if he was an excellent administrator of church 

finances. We are not told if he was an exceptional singer, or iconographer, or builder. Some 

saints are certainly polymaths, receiving nearly all the gifts that God has to offer them. Some 



saints more resemble the first servant, who was given five talents, if not ten, perhaps even fifty 

talents! However, St. Nectarios would appear to be more like the third servant, being gifted, by 

circumstance, one talent only, and yet, with a notable exception: unlike the wicked and lazy 

servant, St. Nectarios did not bury his talent in the ground. Rather, he multiplied his own talent—

the gift of charity and sincere prayer—a hundredfold. St. Nectarios did not need five talents to 

achieve a sizable return. Indeed, using what little God had entrusted to him from birth, he 

glorified God with every fiber of his humble being. 

 And yet, when we hear such a testimony, we cannot help, in our sin-stricken minds, to 

think such things as these: “Yes, but perhaps he, St. Nectarios, is extraordinary.” Yes, he is 

extraordinary! But not by luck, not by destiny, not by fate; no… by choice! By prayer, St. 

Nectarios acquired the gift of the grace of the Holy Spirit. By service and hard labor, St. 

Nectarios acquired the gift of the grace of the Holy Spirit. By submitting his will to God, by 

“seeking first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness,” St. Nectarios acquired the gift of the 

grace of the Holy Spirit, and “all these things”—food, drink, shelter, peace, health—were “added 

unto [him]” (Matt 6:33). “Therefore, take the talent from him [who has squandered it], and give 

it to the one with ten talents” (Matt 25:28). 

 “Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to 

whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more.” St. Luke writes these words in his 

Gospel’s Parable of the Faithful Steward. It is a sort of parallel to today’s Gospel reading. “To 

whom much is given, much is required.” And to whom little is given, even something is required. 

May we aspire to be the wise and faithful managers of the Master’s talents. May we aspire to 

multiply the grace of the Kingdom of God fivefold, tenfold, a hundredfold! May we look to St. 

Nectarios as an example and friend as we employ our various gifts for the glory of Jesus Christ, 



knowing that “to whom much is given, much is required,” and yet, to whom very little is given, 

even with so very little, much may be accomplished. 

  

Through the prayers of our holy fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ, our God, have mercy on us and 

save us. Amen. 

 

Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory forever! 


